Q. How did you get started in
building and development?
A.Thad areal-estate sales license
active with a small local broker.
In 1982, my broker listed a parcel
with development possibilities.
He asked me if I knew anyone
who might be interested and I in-
stinctively answered, “Yes—me.”
Q. Your project, Amelia Park, is a
great example of New Urbanism
or Traditional Neighborhood De-
velopment. How did you become
interested in this kind of building?
A. I was serving on the City of
Jacksonville Land Development
Advisory Board. I missed the
meeting when a subcommittee was
formed to draft a TND Ordinance.
Astonishingly, in my absence, I
was appointed to the subcom-
mittee. I learned a lot about New
Urbanism through the research of
the subcommittee and became in-
terested. I'm nurturing my interest
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in New Urbanism to what I call
Smart Growth.

Q. Is New Urbanism the wave of
the future? If so, why?

A. Ireally don’t think New
Urbanism will become the
dominant development format.

I definitely think development —
and by development I mean how
a project is regulated and how

a project is executed—has to
become “smarter,” placing less
demand on public infrastructure
and building sustainable neigh-
borhoods grounded in environ-
mental principals.

Q. What are the personal charac-
teristics required to be a success-
ful developer?

A. Eyes wide open. Don’t get
stuck in a particular way of
thinking. If we didn’t know it
before, we certainly have learned
over the past few years, econom-
ic conditions and buyer demands
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are very dynamic. What we did
yesterday may not apply to what
we should be doing today.

Q. How would you describe your
philosophy of business? Of life?
A. Faith, hard work and honesty;
this will produce gratifying re-
sults in business and in life.

Q. What book are you reading
right now?

A. Tjust finished Shutter Island

and am now reading Going Rogue.

Go figure.

Q. Who are your heroes?

A. My parents, grandparents
and all those bold immigrants
who came to this great country
with no money, no education
and a language barrier. This is
an example of what I said be-
fore, about how faith and hard,
honest work produce gratify-
ing results. I often ask myself
if I could have done that. Quite
honestly, I don’t know.
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